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tists, and the subject of legislation, on these subjects, has kept fully 
abreast of all that has gone to make up modern civilization. Beyond 
a doubt the English-speaking nations have, up to within a few years, 
led in much that appertains to the care of the public health, and this 
reference is especially applicable to England and her colonies. In 
the United States it has been an intelligent, constant and pro- 
gressive work. It is true, some states are far in advance of others 
in the sanitary care of the people, but it may be truly said that our 
state has been of the number which have occupied an advanced 
position, having been among the first to organize a Board of Health, 
and leading, as she has done in many instances, in this progressive 
work. The Board of Health of this city was created by Chapter 431 
of the Laws of 1881, in which Albany was under, the supervision 
of the State Board of Health, and was organized January 31st, 
1882, with the following members: 

Hon. M. N. Nolan, city mayor ; Jacob S. Mosher, M.D., chairman 
pro tern.; A. Vander Veer, M.D., John Boyd Thacher, Thomas H. 
Dwyer, John McKenna, Wm. H. Keeler, with Daniel V. O'Leary, 
M.D., health officer. May 25th, 1885, a law was passed (Chapter 
297, Laws of 1885), exempting Albany from the provisions of the 
State Board of Health (Senator Thacher's bill). 

Of the work that has been accomplished by this Board, I desire 
to speak somewhat briefly, and yet when I come to look into 
and investigate the record that has been preserved in its 
archives, I am somewhat embarrassed to know just how much to 
select that will repay you for listening — a recital of what I 
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a resolution adopted by the Board ot Health in August, 18S2, was 
notifying the Secretary of State as to the nuisance situated in the 
basin between Columbia and Lumber streets, a copy of the same 
being transmitted to the Board of Public Works, and which notifi- 
cation resulted in the relief and abatement of the nuisance for that 
time. From a study of the condition of the basin the Board, later 
on, felt that it was their duty to know more about the intake of our 
water-supply, and on December 15th, 1884, a resolution was passed 
authorizing Prof. Mason, of Troy, to analyze the water of the 
Hudson river above Albany. This report contained many valuable 
points suggestive of the condition of the water at the intake, with 
which most of us are now familiar. Said report was presented to 
the Board May 28th, 1885, and accepted. This report was the 
means of demonstrating that at certain times the flood tide carried 
our own sewage back to the intake. 

The removal of night soil from privy vaults and the method and 
manner of doing it, has been very much improved under the Health 
Officer. Privies and urinals in our public schools have received 
proper attention and have been greatly improved by suggestions 
and orders from the Health Officer. In August, 1883, a very able 
report was presented by the Sanitary Committee on the condition 
of Beaver creek, the Penitentiary grounds, the Martinville sewer, 
and again in June, 1884, called the attention of members of the 
Common Council to the nuisance that existed along the line of 
Beaver creek. 
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/The present Board is made up of Mayor James H. Manning, A. 
Vander Veer, M.D., F. C. Curtis, M.D., L. C. B. Graveline, M.D., 
Max Kurth, P. E. McCabe, Horace Andrews. 

frhe names of the employes ard, at present, as follows ; Lewis 
Balch, M.D., health officer ; Edward H. Long, secretary and registrar f 
Edward Brennan, inspector; Geo. F. Backinan, inspector; John 
Harrnigan, inspector ; Richard T. Gorman, inspector of plumbing. 

For most of the material that I have made use of in presenting 
this incomplete report, I am indebted to the very efficient, courteous 
and gentlemanly Clerk of the Board, Mr. Edward H. Long. 



